05.13-The divorce whisperer

The divorce whisperer
Divorce is on the rise in China

And so are imaginative schemes to prevent it

Dec 3rd 2016 | CHONGQING

Vocab

1. divorce n. the legal ending of a marriage Ei§
e.g. The marriage ended in divorce in 1996.X{HEIETE 1996 FLATIEEXR,

2. whisperer n. BHTAIBRIA; KFEIENA; EBE

3. imaginative adj. having or showing new and exciting ideas EF Y% 0Y ; CIFHY
e.g. recipes that make imaginative use of seasonal vegetablesiFAFTSHIEAISEE

WITH his slick navy suit, silver watch and non-stop smoking, Yu Feng is an unlikely
ambassador for Chinese family values. The office from which he operates, in
Chongging in western China, looks more like a sitting room, with grey sofas, cream
curtains and large windows looking out on the city’s skyscrapers. Women visit him
here and plead for help. They want him to persuade their husbands to dump their
mistresses.

Vocab
1. slick v. (of a surface) smooth, wet, and slippery: (FRME) Y889, 88
e.g. she tumbled back against the slick, damp wall. fih#kEkiEIEIR 7 [BIREE 7 I8 EITAE
£,
2.navy COLOUR #ifaid BE ;A& ;& 5 Something that is navy or navy-blue is very dark
blue.
e.g. | mostly wore black or navy trousers. i A0 B 8] 5 B o R IEBEF,
3. non-stop adj. without any pauses or stops AEKTHY ; ~=H
e.g. non-stop entertainment/ work EEEARRAIR R, T1E
4. ambassador n. a person who acts as a representative or promoter of a specified activity* 1t
x; &
e.g. »he is a good ambassador for the industry. . EXMTIAIARERE.
5. cream a pale yellowish-white colour il ; K& ; K&
6. skyscraper n. BERAH;ERAKE A skyscraper is a very tall building in a city.
7. plead n.~ (with sb) (for sth) to ask sb for sth in a very strong and serious way Z3K ;
e.g. | was forced to plead for my child's life. BB E B RGN F—LERE,
8. dump V. (informal) to end a romantic relationship with sb 5 (EA ) &FRNEXZR

e.g. Did you hear he's dumped his girlfriend? b8 BERERT |, /RIFH TIS ?
9. mistress n. a man's (usually a married man's ) mistress is a woman that he is having a
regular sexual relationship with and who is not his wife 1513

Mr Yu worked in family law and then marriage counselling before starting his



business in 2007. He charges scorned wives 100,000-500,000 yuan ($15,000-
75,000); cases usually take 7-8 months. He befriends both the two-timing husband
and the mistress, encouraging them to find fault with each other, and gradually
reveals that he has messed up his own life by being unfaithful. Most clients are in
their 30s and early 40s. “This is the want, buy, get generation,” he says; sex is a
part of China’s new materialism. But changing sexual mores and a rocketing divorce
rate have prompted soul-searching about the decline of family ties. Mr Yu claims a
90% success rate.

Vocab
1. counselling n. professional advice about a problem &if] ; {#HS:

e.g. marriage guidance counselling iSRS &8
2. two-time v. to not be faithful to a person you have a relationship with, especially a
sexual one, by having a secret relationship with sb else at the same time XJ ( [EAZZE
A) &

e.g. Are you sure he's not two-timing you? {REEMREEE(RBERE ?
3. mess up PHRASAL VERB #2iEz5hid 151718 If you mess something up or if you mess up,
you cause something to fail or be spoiled.

e.g. When politicians mess things up, it is the people who pay the price...ElE I H 5 H AT AT
&, BPNEETH.
4. materialism n. (usually disapproving) the belief that money, possessions and physical
comforts are more important than spiritual values SCF|ZEN ; ¥IREN
5. soul-searching n. the careful examination of your thoughts and feelings, for example in
order to reach the correct decision or solution to sth & ; &

The ernai, literally meaning “second wife”, is increasingly common. So many rich
men indulge that Chinese media sometimes blame extramarital relationships for
helping to inflate property prices: some city apartment complexes are notorious for
housing clusters of mistresses, paid for by their lovers, who often provide a living
allowance too.

Vocab
1.indulge v. ~in sth |~ yourself (with sth) to allow yourself to have or do sth that you
like, especially sth that is considered bad for you JJiif , itk , &8 (F...)

e.g. They went into town to indulge in some serious shopping. {tfi IR AR,
2. extramarital adj. happening outside marriage 1&4MY

e.g. an extramarital affair iFM%
3. inflate v. to increase in price; to increase the price of sth ({&) 3K

e.g. The principal effect of the demand for new houses was to inflate prices. XWF{FEE
KOEEERZ(RENIE LK.
4. notorious adj. well known for being bad BERIRFEN ;| RBEEM

e.g. The country is notorious for its appalling prison conditions. XANEZRE R
SMRBIT.
5. cluster n. a group of things of the same type that grow or appear close together ( G235
MNESRERER ) 5, B, R, &

e.g. a cluster of stars 2H
6. allowance n. an amount of money that is given to sb regularly or for a particular
purpose ;2N ; &MY ; %M



e.g. a clothing/ living/ travel allowance fR%E/4EE/3BHMY

It is not just businessmen who keep mistresses: President Xi Jinping’s anti-
corruption campaign has revealed that many government officials do too. According
to news reports Zhou Yongkang, the most senior person toppled by the current
anti-graft_crusade, had multiple paramours;_former railways minister Liu Zhijun is
rumoured to have kept 18.

Vocab
1. topple v. ##);817& To topple a government or leader, especially one that is not elected
by the people, means to cause them to lose power.

e.g. ...the revolution which toppled the regime. ¥ EIZ AN A FE a5
2. anti-graft n. RIEMW
3. crusade n. (KKEAREARTEH))} S, 1B5N A crusade is a long and determined attempt to
achieve something for a cause that you feel strongly about.

e.g. Footballers launched an unprecedented crusade against racism on the terraces... &
iz A1 BE & LAMRRAR T —15=/Ir0IEE,
4. paramour n. A 18%3; B3R Someone's paramour is their lover.
5. rumoured V-PASSIVE #5508 #E(Z(8];3#E% If something is rumoured to be the case,
people are suggesting that it is the case, but they do not know for certain.

e.g. Her parents are rumoured to be on the verge of splitting up... &7 FIA R EEIE

I

Sentence

According to news reports Zhou Yongkang, the most senior person toppled by the current
anti-graft crusade, had multiple paramours; former railways minister Liu Zhijun is
rumoured to have kept 18.

FF: senior person toppled by the current anti-graft crusade
According to... MEDE5 | SHI%E1E,
had multiple paramours XE&#& T who

China has a long history of adultery. In imperial times wealthy men kept multiple
concubines as well as a wife; prostitution was mostly tolerated, both by the state
and by wives (who had little choice). Married women,_in contrast, were expected to
be chaste. After 1950 concubines were outlawed and infidelity deemed a bourgeois
vice. Even in the 1980s few people had sex with anyone other than their spouse or
spouse-to-be.

Vocab
1. adultery n. sex between a married person and sb who is not their husband or wife @4t
e.g. He was accused of committing adultery. {#iz@EIT,
2. imperial connected with an empire FBER ; 2%
e.g. the imperial family/ palace/ army EE5xjk ; 5 ; EXMHE
3. concubine n. (|IBETAY)HHEA, 1544, % In former times, a concubine was a woman who lived
with and had a sexual relationship with a man of higher social rank without being married to him.
4. prostitution n. 3272 Prostitution means having sex with people in exchange for money.
e.g. She eventually drifts into prostitution. ith & 4278 N I% 2L,



5. tolerate v. to allow sb to do sth that you do not agree with or like iF , 81F ( AREEL
RENRHIE )

e.g. Their relationship was tolerated but not encouraged. f{{JIXREBET AT , BFE
B33 718
6. outlaw v. to make sth illegal &%5.. &% ; {&..AAIEE

e.g. plans to outlaw the carrying of knives SfpiEHTIENIEENSE
7. infidelity n. (RI3ERY) R B, AR 011TAH Infidelity occurs when a person who is married or in a
steady relationship has sex with another person.

e.g. | divorced him for infidelity. 2 F b (94 B 5 B IE .
8. bourgeois adj. BB EXEMIEN) BARENN, HFFMRAY Marxists use bourgeois when
referring to the capitalist system and to the social class that owns most of the wealth in that
system.

e.g. His privileged bourgeois family insisted on a good education. ft AR/ A 55 7= B 2 3R GE L2 47
IHIEZ RIFNEE.
9. spouse-to-be JEFD(B
Sentence
Married women,_in contrast, were expected to be chaste.
FF: women were expected to be chaste. iXE in contrast #FENFEH 8]

Over the past 30 years, however, sexual mores have loosened and more young
Chinese are having sex with more partners and at a younger age. Some clearly
continue to wander after marriage. Some 20% of married men and women are
unfaithful, according to a survey of 80,000 people in 2015 by researchers at Peking
University.

Vocab
1. loosen v. i%, WA (FRHI. 751EZ) |If someone loosens restrictions or laws, for example,
they make them less strict or severe.

e.g. Many business groups have been pressing the Federal Reserve to loosen interest rates...

AU EWERA—BERERBEBEEZEREME, BEREBRMARET,
2. wander v. FE18;FF/)\ZE If your mind wanders or your thoughts wander, you stop concentrating
on something and start thinking about other things.

e.g. Jarvis found his attention wandering... R 4T &M ESEM®R T,
3. unfaithful adj. having sex with sb who is not your husband, wife or usual partner <&
1Y ; B

e.g. Have you ever been unfaithful to him? {RIMEEREEIABITA ?

In many respects growing infidelity is a predictable consequence of economic
development. People are increasingly willing to put their own desires above familial
obligations or reputation. Improved education and living standards mean they have
more financial freedom to do so. Most Chinese couples previously had few chances
to meet members of the opposite sex in social situations after marriage, but
migration means that many couples live apart. Even if they live together, the pool of
temptation has grown larger and easier to dip into, thanks partly to social media.

Vocab
1. infidelity n. (REFBHY)ARESE, A 01974 Infidelity occurs when a person who is married or in a
steady relationship has sex with another person.



e.g. | divorced him for infidelity. 2 E b (9 £ 5 i B 15
2. familial adj. RE (FFKIK) B9;FREEFKIR)FFE R Familial means relating to families in
general, or typical of a family.
e.g. Gerard also took on wider familial respon-sibilities. 7N #1217 &$8 7 8B ZHIRE=(T.
3. obligation n. the state of being forced to do sth because it is your duty, or because of
a law, etc. ¥55 ; Bz ; &=1E
e.g. You are under no obligation to buy anything {/FANIELHAIRFGAH],
4. migration n. the movement of large numbers of people, birds or animals from one
place to another iF% ; 8/ ; 1T4E
e.g. seasonal migration Z=THEHE
5. temptation n. the desire to do or have sth that you know is bad or wrong 5[if& ; B
e.g. to give way to/yield to temptation 2 FiEK
6. dipinto n. @A\, W, sHAEFINE), M.. HEH

Businesses like Mr Yu’s indicate that not all spouses see affairs as an unpardonable
offence. But surveys also suggest that infidelity is the “number one marriage killer”.
Last year 3.8m couples split, more than double the number a decade earlier.
China’s annual divorce rate is 2.8 per 1,000 people (also double that a decade ago).
That is not quite as high as America’s 3.2, but higher than in most of Europe. That
may be partly because Chinese people are more likely to get hitched in the first
place: the law strongly discourages people from having children outside marriage.
Even so, Chinese families are fraying fast.

Vocab
1. affair n. a sexual relationship between two people, usually when one or both of them is
married to sb else (JTIEBIEELHY ) FAE , KingI=

e.g. She is having an affair with her boss.jhiREIRGERKEER.
2. unpardonable adj. that cannot be forgiven or excused FAEJ{EEH ;| FAJEIRH

e.g. ...an unpardonable lack of discipline... Io/H4R T 401E, FEFRIBZ
3. get hitch [JJIMIM get 'hitched (informal) to get married Z54§
4. fray v. ({E)10EE;((F) 1A ;({F) X5 If your nerves or your temper fray, or if
something fraysthem, you become nervous or easily annoyed because of mental strain and
anxiety.

e.g. Tempers began to fray as the two teams failed to score...[ilE& FPAES & BER 11550, AR
HINAMEST .
Sentence
That is not quite as high as America’s 3.2, but higher than in most of Europe. That may be partly
because Chinese people are more likely to get hitched in the first place...
XEEMAIE,
$£—4) £F: thatis not...iXER that 25514 2.8 per 1000 people # divorce rate
£ _49FF: that may be partly... ;X2 that Z15FiGnot quite as high as america’s 3.2, but
higher than...

This article appeared in the China section of the print edition under the headline
“The divorce whisperer"



The divorce whisperer

EIEH

Divorce is on the rise in China. And so are imaginative schemes to prevent it

Hh ] S AR T R B B AR 5 AR T

WITH his slick navy suit, silver watch and non-stop smoking, Yu Feng is an unlikely
ambassador for Chinese family values. The office from which he operates, in Chongging
in western China, looks more like a sitting room, with grey sofas, cream curtains and large
windows looking out on the city’s skyscrapers. Women visit him here and plead for help.
They want him to persuade their husbands to dump their mistresses.
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Mr Yu worked in family law and then marriage counselling before starting his business in
2007. He charges scorned wives 100,000-500,000 yuan ($15,000-75,000); cases usually
take 7-8 months. He befriends both the two-timing husband and the mistress,
encouraging them to find fault with each other, and gradually reveals that he has messed
up his own life by being unfaithful. Most clients are in their 30s and early 40s. “This is the
want, buy, get generation,” he says; sex is a part of China’s new materialism. But
changing sexual mores and a rocketing divorce rate have prompted soul-searching about
the decline of family ties. Mr Yu claims a 90% success rate.
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The ernai, literally meaning “second wife”, is increasingly common. So many rich men
indulge that Chinese media sometimes blame extramarital relationships for helping to
inflate property prices: some city apartment complexes are notorious for housing clusters
of mistresses, paid for by their lovers, who often provide a living allowance too.
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It is not just businessmen who keep mistresses: President Xi Jinping’s anti-corruption
campaign has revealed that many government officials do too. According to news reports
Zhou Yongkang, the most senior person toppled by the current anti-graft crusade, had
multiple paramours; former railways minister Liu Zhijun is rumoured to have kept 18.
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China has a long history of adultery. In imperial times wealthy men kept multiple



concubines as well as a wife; prostitution was mostly tolerated, both by the state and by
wives (who had little choice). Married women, in contrast, were expected to be chaste.
After 1950 concubines were outlawed and infidelity deemed a bourgeois vice. Even in the
1980s few people had sex with anyone other than their spouse or spouse-to-be.
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Over the past 30 years, however, sexual mores have loosened and more young Chinese
are having sex with more partners and at a younger age. Some clearly continue to wander
after marriage. Some 20% of married men and women are unfaithful, according to a
survey of 80,000 people in 2015 by researchers at Peking University.
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In many respects growing infidelity is a predictable consequence of economic
development. People are increasingly willing to put their own desires above familial
obligations or reputation. Improved education and living standards mean they have more
financial freedom to do so. Most Chinese couples previously had few chances to meet
members of the opposite sex in social situations after marriage, but migration means that
many couples live apart. Even if they live together, the pool of temptation has grown larger
and easier to dip into, thanks partly to social media.
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Businesses like Mr Yu’s indicate that not all spouses see affairs as an unpardonable
offence. But surveys also suggest that infidelity is the “number one marriage killer”. Last
year 3.8m couples split, more than double the number a decade earlier. China’s annual
divorce rate is 2.8 per1,000 people (also double that a decade ago). That is not quite as
high as America’s 3.2, but higher than in most of Europe. That may be partly because
Chinese people are more likely to get hitched in the first place: the law strongly
discourages people from having children outside marriage. Even so, Chinese families are
fraying fast.
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