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High-tech sanitation
Race to the bottom

A rush to buy Japanese toilet-seats prompts soul-searching in China
Mar 28th 2015 | BEIJING AND TOKYO | From the print edition

Vocab
1. sanitation n. A D4 ;IRE T A Sanitation is the process of keeping places clean and healthy,
especially by providing a sewage system and a clean water supply.

e.g. ...the hazards of contaminated water and poor sanitation.7K;5 %% DA RIBNfEE
2. toilet seat n. DHiFEERE
3. prompt v. to make sb decide to do sth; to cause sth to happen 1&{F; S &

e.g. The discovery of the bomb prompted an increase in security. Itb)% & I KESE(R(E 2 F 058
TRETIIE,
4. soul-searching n. BEEI#; AZI/RE Soul-searching is a long and careful examination of
your thoughts and feelings, especially when you are trying to make a difficult moral decision or
thinking about something that has gone wrong.

e.g. My year was really spent doing a lot of soul-searching and trying to find out what had
gone wrong in my life.lX—E3R, FEMNHITTIFZRZINRE, SHithikt 8 SrEEPEIRM
BT,

JAPAN is often viewed with antipathy in China, but increasingly commerce is
trumping contempt. During the lunar new-year holiday in February, Chinese tourists
thronged to Japan in record numbers. Many came home lugging a high-end
Japanese luxury: a heated toilet-seat complete with pulsating water jets,
deodorisers and even music to drown out less melodious tinklings. In recent weeks
the run on Japanese loos has been a topic of much debate among Chinese
commentators, revealing deep insecurities.

Vocab
1. antipathy n. ~ (between A and B)| ~ (to/ toward(s) sb/ sth) (formal) a strong feeling of
dislike [R7&; KR

e.g. personal/ mutual antipathy ™A 18E k&
2. trump v. 3T ; & If you trump what someone has said or done, you beat it by saying or
doing something else that seems better.

e.g. The Socialists tried to trump this with their slogan...tt &% % RIGERAMIINOSEEET
*.
3. contempt n. ~ (for sb/ sth) the feeling that sb/ sth is without value and deserves no respect
atall Bfl; BE; &

e.g. She looked at him with contempt. {2 EithE &,
4. throng V. (literary) to go somewhere or be present somewhere in large numbers 8$58; #H2E;
Him

e.g. The children thronged into the hall. ZF1## T KT.



5. lug v. to carry or drag sth heavy with a lot of effort Iz /13thifiz; FHOHE; {E2hhl
e.g. | had to lug my bags up to the fourth floor. R 15 & INMIEFHN LT EIE LR,
6. pulsate v. (BT&EH) #xh, Bksh, =xh If something pulsates, it beats, moves in and out,
or shakes with strong, regular movements.
e.g. ...a pulsating blood vessel BRI ME
7. jet n. RIRSLSKRY) BEEEA A jet of liquid or gas is a strong, fast, thin stream of it.
e.g. A jet of water poured through the windows.—EZ7Ki ME O BDETA .
8. deodorize n. [RZE...HIRIKBRZE.. . BIFIK If you deodorize something, you remove unpleasant
smells from it.
e.g. The machine uses minute quantities of ozone to sterilise and deodorise refrigerated food
vehicles. XFlBMERAR D ENRENBRLBEESRENEREK.
9. drown out n. j&&, Eid
10. melodious adj. pleasant to listen to, like music i ERY; HENFE; BS RN
e.g. a rich melodious voice EiE R EMNE S
11.loo n. MAf; %38 Aloo is a toilet.
e.g. | asked if | could go to the loo.F a2 BRI I MR,
12. commentator n. 1£i€5 A commentator is someone who often writes or broadcasts about a
particular subject.
e.g. A. M. Babu is a commentator on African affairs.A. M. BEfi@—IIEMESZITFL A,

Chinese visitors bought more high-tech lavatory seats than almost any other
Japanese product during the week-long break, according to Hottolink, a Japanese
consulting firm. Most popular was a new variety with hands-free |lid_opening,_say
staff at a branch in Tokyo of Bic Camera, a consumer electronics store where
Chinese shoppers are so numerous that signs advertise wares in Chinese and
assistants speak Mandarin. These cost around ¥65,000 ($540). Some bought
several seats, including portable, battery-powered ones.

Vocab
1. lavatory n. a toilet, or a room with a toilet in it 17k Z4@; MFF; DLEE; H%FE; B%R=

e.g. There's a bathroom and a lavatory upstairs. # - &A= f DA 4],
2. consulting adj. (of a business or company) giving specialist advice (1), A5]) 2{HE
S5y
3. hands-free adj. BBiE%) %312HJ A hands-free telephone or other device can be used without
being held in your hand.
4.1id n. a cover over a container that can be removed or opened by turning it or lifting it (&2
M) &, &F

e.g. a dustbin lid RFE =
5. electronics n. BBFi&E; BB F1X28 You can refer to electronic devices, or the part of a piece of
equipment that consists of electronic devices, as the electronics .

e.g. All the electronics are housed in a waterproof box.Fi B Fi8 EEAERE—TBHKET,
6. assistant n. a person who helps or supports sb, usually in their job BjI2; BjF

e.g. My assistant will now demonstrate the machine in action. M#EFH BN F IS E RS TEE S
Mo
Sentence

Most popular was a new variety with hands-free lid opening, say staff at a branch in Tokyo of Bic
Camera, a consumer electronics store where Chinese shoppers are so numerous that signs




advertise wares in Chinese and assistants speak Mandarin.

F7F: say staff at a branch in Tokyo of Bic Camera

TIEEIAN S Z: Most popular was a new variety...

a consumer electronics store fE#F17%1E AFTTERIE Tokyo of Bic Camera

where Chinese shoppers are so numerous FIiEMA, #RIFIXE store

that signs advertise wares in Chinese and assistants speak Mandarin. FiEME), f#FE so

numerous &G R

Relations between China and Japan have shown recent, tentative signs of warmth
after a long chill. But only three years ago demonstrators in several Chinese cities
called for a boycott of Japanese goods in protest against Japan’s stance in a still-
festering dispute over uninhabited islands in the East China Sea. Some Japanese
companies responded by minimising or hiding their branding on products sold in
China.

Vocab
1. tentative adj. not behaving or done with confidence BEERY; NIERTERT; TREFH
e.g. a tentative greeting 155 155 A9E) 1%
2. chill n. afeeling of being cold &)%; EE; &&=
e.g. A small fire was burning to take the chill off the room.= 8B4 &/ \AIFIRE,
3. demonstrator n. REE; ~ENT (Fi5E%) & Demonstrators are people who are marching
or gathering somewhere to show their opposition to something or their support for something.
e.g. | saw the police using tear gas to try and break up a crowd of demonstrators. & L Z £
IEREAE R —R A,
4. boycott v. to refuse to buy, use or take part in sth as a way of protesting $E48ISC (S {ER .
Zm) ; il
e.g. We are asking people to boycott goods from companies that use child labour. Ff11EIFENF
AFRRHEAETIN AN M.
5. protest n. the expression of strong disagreement with or opposition to sth; a statement or an
action that shows this #11%; FUIXPE (F17E0) 5 =X
e.g. The director resigned in protest at the decision. EEEFIRURTIIGXTURE .
6. stance n. 7&E;171% Your stance on a particular matter is your attitude to it.
e.g. The Congress had agreed to reconsider its stance on the armed struggle... B S ERIEEH#H
ZRENHEIFNEE,
7. fester v. to become much worse because you do not deal with them successfully EA1E1H;

Rt

China’s state-controlled media have found little comfort in the discovery that many
Japanese loos are actually made-to-order in China, _a situation that is not confined
to the water closet. Many Chinese consumers do not trust the reliability of such
items sold at home—and refuse to pay the often higher prices charged for export-
standard goods.

Vocab

1. made-to-order adj. (of clothes, furniture, etc. 7XAk. KB Z)made specially for a particular
customer 1THIAY; TTHIAY

2. confined adj. ZFRHIAY; #PRER If something is confined to a particular place, it exists only



in that place. If it is confined to a particular group, only members of that group have it.
e.g. The problem is not confined to Germany...[a)@EANEFEE,
3. water closet n. (old-fashioned) a toilet 3% = ; MIFR
4. reliability n. AJ 5
Sentence
China’s state-controlled media have found little comfort in the discovery that many Japanese
loos are actually made-to-order in China, a situation that is not confined to the water closet.
ZF+: China’s state-controlled media have found little comfort
that many Japanese loos are actually made-to-order in China iXE 233 discovery Hi5HH
a situation that is not confined to the water closet X2 # a situation EIEFIERAIXFNEE, is
not confined to MY EFRTE...

The thorny issue was even raised during meetings this month of China’s parliament
and its advisory body. The prime minister, Li Kegiang, chimed in, calling for Chinese
firms to raise the quality of their own seats. “At least that could save consumers the
price of a plane ticket,” he said. Relations between the two countries may become
bogged down in yet another intractable rivalry.

Vocab
1. thorny adj. =knotty causing difficulty or disagreement #F89; FIAY; SIFRFINA

e.g. a thorny question/ issue/ problem A4 (o)
2. parliament n. the group of people who are elected to make and change the laws of a
country iX&; E&

e.g. The German parliament is called the 'Bundestag'. {EE X ESF7H Bundestag,
3. advisory adj. [Fi[a]#Y; 324518/ An advisory group regularly gives suggestions and help to
people or organizations, especially about a particular subject or area of activity.

e.g. ...members of the advisory committee on the safety of nuclear installations...#Z1% & £
[B)& ASAIRK 5
4. bog down PHRV bog sth/ sb 'down (in sth) to make sth sink into mud or wet ground {3
A ByasiEie (S0E3)

e.g. The tank became bogged down in mud. IBFEEN T 1ZEH,
5. intractable adj. opp=tractable very difficult to deal with BXEI < (BALIE) B
6. rivalry n. a state in which two people, companies, etc. are competing for the same thing %=
g BE RE

e.g. a fierce rivalry for world supremacy St RHENAHZIZSE

From the print edition: China

High-tech sanitation
Race to the bottom
aHIDE: FRES
A rush to buy Japanese toilet-seats prompts soul-searching in China.
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JAPAN is often viewed with antipathy in China, but increasingly commerce is trumping
contempt. During the lunar new-year holiday in February, Chinese tourists thronged to
Japan in record numbers. Many came home lugging a high-end Japanese luxury: a



heated toilet-seat complete with pulsating water jets, deodorisers and even music to
drown out less melodious tinklings. In recent weeks the run on Japanese loos has been a
topic of much debate among Chinese commentators, revealing deep insecurities.

PEASENBRREHR, EEMEERAMENR ZENHMEY 7 XMRER~R, &2
RO FAERHHFENERPE, BABRNFERELRECI T THEHRS. FSAFITE—T
HRASHEEZmER: MADRE, XTDRETERE 7 KU ACRINEEM R R A,
HEEANAEERREREIBAEARBMME,

Chinese visitors bought more high-tech lavatory seats than almost any other Japanese
product during the week-long break, according to Hottolink, a Japanese consulting firm.
Most popular was a new variety with hands-free lid opening, say staff at a branch in Tokyo
of Bic Camera, a consumer electronics store where Chinese shoppers are so numerous
that signs advertise wares in Chinese and assistants speak Mandarin. These cost around
¥65,000 ($540) . Some bought several seats, including portable, battery-powered ones.

=OJUE, BWAARDRIRIEE—EEFEITEA RS RF1E, EELRANTIZE, H
RNEW AT Hottolink#R, FENBE—ENKRBEE, PEREBINSFHXSBENNE/LFiEB
H TR EMBAT™m, HERFmEXE: (Bic Camera) EMNFEREENRS, UE
TR XA m, RS ZHEEE, ERRDENIEARR, KZFRUNIRER
—MeE BT R, XEDBEEMNTE65000H AR (§540%7T) » BNEIZEL
THIT SRS, EESEEMHENEEN™Mm,

Relations between China and Japan have shown recent, tentative signs of warmth after a
long chill. But only three years ago demonstrators in several Chinese cities called for a
boycott of Japanese goods in protest against Japan's stance in a still-festering dispute
over uninhabited islands in the East China Sea. Some Japanese companies responded by
minimising or hiding their branding on products sold in China.

R, PHAXZAEZH T EKNELEVL EMEOENTSR, MXE=ZFEZ8], "HEE
PERLMETFIFRGEI S, M B AP ERESEF NN A SIS,
b, —EHARBWBINSIERE, EREHEN m % ERRERME,

China's state-controlled media have found little comfort in the discovery that many
Japanese loos are actually made-to-order in China, a situation that is not confined to the
water closet. Many Chinese consumers do not trust the reliability of such items sold at
home—and refuse to pay the often higher prices charged for export-standard goods.

Ifrt, REAXRDWEZETEEM, XERBRANMIRTHKDRE, PEEHHEEX
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The thorny issue was even raised during meetings this month of China's parliament and
its advisory body. The prime minister, Li Kegiang, chimed in, calling for Chinese firms to
raise the quality of their own seats. “At least that could save consumers the price of a
plane ticket,” he said. Relations between the two countries may become bogged down in
yet another intractable rivalry.
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