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Education
Rigging the daddy race

How pushy Chinese parents get their kids into the best schools
Jul 11th 2015 | BEIJING | From the print edition

Vocab
1.rig v. to arrange or influence sth in a dishonest way in order to get the result that you
want ( LARIESHIFER ) 89 , =6

e.g. He said the election had been rigged. ftBiiEEH AR T,
2. pushy adj. trying hard to get what you want, especially in a way that seems rude ¥1E58
KAY ; FEYERERERY

e.g. a pushy salesman Z44EAMARIHER R

INSIDE the red-lacquered door of No. 39 Wenhua Lane in central Beijing is an old-
style single-storey home built around a small courtyard. Its owner, an elderly man in
a vest, sits on an upturned bucket near a jumble of cooking pots; a pile of old
cardboard rests atop a nearby shed. Next to the man, two estate agents hover at
the entrance to a room just big enough for a bed, a wardrobe and a rickety desk.
They say it costs 3.9m yuan ($630,000). At 353,990 yuan per square metre, this
makes it pricier than posh digs around New York’s Central Park—and it does not
even have its own bathroom and kitchen. It is, however, close to the state-run
Beijing No. 2 Experimental Primary School, one of the best in the city.

Vocab
1. lacquered adj. £i%&AY; 1A KHRAY Lacquered is used to describe things that have been
coated or sprayed with lacquer.
e.g. ...17th-century lacquered cabinets. 17t 42 H95% 48
2. courtyard n. EZB%;Ff+;R<F A courtyard is an open area of ground which is surrounded by
buildings or walls.
e.g. They walked through the arch and into the cobbled courtyard.fth i 1233 #t| 1E #HHE LSO A
AR T
3.vest n. (BrE) (NAmE under-shirt) a piece of underwear worn under a shirt, etc. next
to the skin (I RFEEWLHFN ) B0 , T
e.g. a cotton vest t8iF#
4. upturned adj. pointing or facing upwards [a_E309 ; EmEA_EAY
e.g. She looked down at the sea of upturned faces. ft{FRE—K H{EEA9REFL.
5. jumble n.~ (of sth) an untidy or confused mixture of things Z¥ELAY—3# ; JBELAY—E]
e.g. a jumble of books and paper —HZ¥E AIBFILE
6. atop n. on top of; at the top of 7£...TRA Lt
e.g. a flag high atop a pole EHEEETFTRIRAIET
7. hover n. (of a person A ) to wait somewhere, especially near sb, in a shy or uncertain
manner B , {12 ( THEEREASA)
e.g. He hovered nervously in the doorway. {70 XKtk RIFELE,




8. wardrobe n. 7X4E;7<## A wardrobe is a tall cupboard or cabinet in which you can hang your

clothes.

9. rickety adj. not strong or well made; likely to break A453CHY ; AFRERY ; FIEAY
e.g. a rickety chair IHER RHVEF

Until recently, that would have had little bearing on the price of the room. For years
it has been officially required that admission to a school be based solely on how
close a child lives to it. Schools have paid little attention. Backhanders and
connections have counted for much more. So too have entrance tests, designed to
exclude the less able (unless they were rich—those with inadequate scores could
always buy places). In March, however, the Ministry of Education stamped its feet
again: by the beginning_of the new school-year in September, all primary-school
students and 90% of those in junior secondary-schools must attend the school
closest to their registered home address (some state agencies will still be allowed to
reserve places for children of employees). Schools appear to be taking this latest
order more seriously than previous ones.

Vocab
1. bearing n. ~on sth the way in which sth is related to sth or influences it K& ; £
e.g. Recent events had no bearing on our decision. ITHIFIEHSHEKITNRERE XK.
2. solely adv. only; not involving sb/ sth else (X ; R ; M ; B4ty
e.g. She was motivated solely by self-interest. #tpmBERHITTEEFAF,
3. backhander n. =bribe a secret and illegal payment made to sb in exchange for a
favour MENE
4. stamp v. RBF;E/RE A quality, feature, or action that stamps someone or something as a
particular thing shows clearly that they are this thing.
e.g. | talked to social workers and the police — that had stamped me as a bad woman...Z 14t
2R ITEEREREIRTIE — —FELLRER TIHRLA.
5. junior n. a child who goes to junior school /N4
6. reserve v. ~ sth (for sb/ sth) to keep sth for sb/ sth, so that it cannot be used by any
other person or for any other reason {£8 ; "%
e.g. These seats are reserved for special guests. XEEEER R RIS REM.
Sentence
In March, however, the Ministry of Education stamped its feet again: by the beginning of the new
school-year in September, all primary-school students and 90% of those in junior secondary-
schools must attend the school closest to their registered home address (some state agencies
will still be allowed to reserve places for children of employees).
FF: the Ministry of Education stamped its feet again
MEEF: all primary-school students and 90% of those must attend the school
closest to their registered home address ¥ the school BYfER
(some state agencies will still be allowed to reserve places for children of employees) B S #h 7

WARRYIRIE

So too, it seems, are parents. In recent months house prices have been stabilising
in most places after a frothy few years, but not near good schools. Now even the
most rundown properties in such areas may cost ten times the city average per
square metre. The room in Wenhua Lane costs ten times the average. Its lack of
cooking or toilet facilities would be of little concern to buyers: they would only use




the space for “proving” residency, rather than to live in.

Vocab
1. stabilize v. to become or to make sth become firm, steady and unlikely to change; to
make sth stable ({#) f&E , 2E
e.g. The patient's condition stabilized. EBERHBIEE FE.
2. frothy adj. having a mass of small bubbles on the surface Bi&iXHY ; FiEFAY
e.g. frothy coffee J@KIIME
3. rundown adj. (BHRY). MXEH)RIAAREN, KA, KIEH A run-down building or area is in
very poor condition.
e.g. ...a run-down block of flats. B K A2\ B8 1%
4. residency n. the state of living in a particular place ¥ ; &F
e.g. a residency requirement for students ERFH(FR
Sentence
So too, it seems, are parents.
XE so too 1 it F#ERYERE £ XY taking_this latest order more seriously than previous ones X
H=
Bl £SOk, IXEXRHKIR,

The privileges of wealth will thus be preserved. And that suits the best schools just
fine, since their status is self-reinforcing. Those able to attract the wealthiest and
best-connected—as well as the brighest—are able to recruit the best teachers, and
—with the help of parents’ cash—pay for swanky equipment and facilities. (The
state turns a blind eye to such glaring inequalities among the schools it runs.) What
many parents prize most highly are the connections that such schools help their
students to build; the alumni networks of China’s best state-schools are as good at
opening doors as those of their private equivalents in Britain.

Vocab
1. privilege n. a special right or advantage that a particular person or group of people
has %FlzR ; BB

e.g. Education should be a universal right and not a privilege. BN X ERIINFITmIE
FEMHANRBIZBEM.
2. self-reinforcing n. B3R
3. recruit v. to find new people to join a company, an organization, the armed forces, etc.
R (#rpLR ) ; S (#kx)

e.g. The police are trying to recruit more officers from ethnic minorities. Z&H|X1Eix,
BN VY REPIESESFER,
4. swanky adj. IRFE2H4;Z4ERY If you describe something as swanky, you mean that it is
fashionable and expensive.

e.g. ...one of the swanky hotels that line the Pacific shore at Acapulco.23& & X F A FHIfT &
BRRNREREZ—
5. glaring adj. =blatant (of sth bad TAERYEY) ) very easily seen ZARAY ; BARERY ; ZUHY

e.g. a glaring error/ omission/ inconsistency/ injustice BARHEIR/ T/ A~—E/A&
IE
6. alumni n. the former male and female students of a school, college or university (%
) Wk, Bellas

e.g. Harvard Alumni Association I§XFERAS




Sentence

Those able to attract the wealthiest and best-connected—as well as the brightest—are able to
recruit the best teachers, and—with the help of parents’ cash—pay for swanky equipment and
facilities.

F+: Those able to attract the wealthiest and best-connected

AFEEHRHE = MESTERREIR,

as well as the brighest IXEBEMBIE 2, BN wealthiest #1 best-connected fEE—NE %

are able to recruit the best teachers IXE&EE T : which are able to...

and pay for swanky equipment and facilities. A 8] % H kA, 2MIEAKD: —with the help
of parents’ cash

Students can still get a leg-up with intelligence; hence the fierce competition for
places at the best kindergartens in order to prepare children for school admission
exams (which are common, though not officially allowed). But parental wile is still
crucial. A commonly used term for the ordeal_of getting_children into good schools
is pindie, which literally means daddy race.

Vocab
1.leg-up [IDIOMS] have (2 get) a leg-up on [US informal] have (or get) an advantage
over £, FEIEZ] 58 (SEUS) .. K9

e.g. he'd certainly have a leg-up on the competition. i HARSEZEZRHEME,
2. fierce adj. (RIBETITEN)HZIN, JEFHEI Fierce feelings or actions are very intense or
enthusiastic, or involve great activity.

e.g. Competition has been fierce to win a stake in Skoda... & ZF A RN BO T SR,
3. kindergarten n. 4)LE A kindergarten is an informal kind of school for very young children,
where they learn things by playing.

e.g. She's in kindergarten now. i BB L 40) L&
4. parental adj. connected with a parent or parents RFH ; BFM ; KRB ;| XEEH

e.g. parental responsibility/ rights A2EHIEREE/INF
5. ordeal n. FIZ%; EEME; 3 If you describe an experience or situation as an ordeal, you think
it is difficult and unpleasant.

Sentence

A commonly used term for the ordeal of getting children into good schools is pindie, which
literally means daddy race.

F+: Acommonly used term is pindie

which literally means daddy race JEBREMEIBEME], FoiTiEE pindie.

The authorities in Beijing say they want to level the playing field: posh state schools
are being encouraged to share facilities with less well-endowed ones, and to open
branches to make access to them easier. “You must trust the government,” says
one wealthy mother over espressos at Moi, a Finnish café in Beijing. After relying on
her family pedigree to get her seven-year-old daughter into the same school as the
grandchild of a Chinese leader, she has bought a 5m yuan apartment close by to
assure her toddler son a spot.

Vocab
1. posh adj. elegant and expensive {LIESHER ; ENEER



ley =]

e.g. You look very posh in your new suit. {REE_LFIKIREEESES.
2. well-endowed adj. (of an organization £843 ) having a lot of money BZ& 7 EHY

e.g. well-endowed colleges ZREFERIF R
3. espresso n. ;RINMEE; Z4BMHE Espresso coffee is made by forcing steam or boiling water
through ground coffee beans.

e.g. ...Italian espresso coffee. B AF RN
4. pedigree n. a person's family history or the background of sth, especially when this is
impressive Zi& ; 156 ; tHR | &R
5. toddler n. a child who has only recently learnt to walk F£HI)LE ; NIFSERZTF
Sentence
well-endowed XMA...MHRi5, MixRiFic, HtERBWMT: adj.

1 (informal, humorous) (of a woman ZZ A ) having large breasts Z|FE XY
2 (informal, humorous) (of a man 88 A ) having large GENITALS [B=ZXAY ; £iEES A

3 (of an organization ZH43 ) having a lot of money F&7/EH
well-endowed colleges

BERENFR

After relying on her family pedigree to get her seven-year-old daughter into the same school as
the grandchild of a Chinese leader, she has bought a 5m yuan apartment close by to assure her
toddler son a spot.

EF: she has bought a 5m yuan apartment

RIERVEIEE SR, BANMIEEM D, EENEENDEFINXARKNEESH.

From the print edition: China

Education
Rigging the daddy race
#HE: bEPE
How pushy Chinese parents get their kids into the best schools.
B R KPR s R B AR

Inside the red-lacquered door of No. 39 Wenhua Lane in central Beijing is an old-style
single-storey home built around a small courtyard. lts owner, an elderly man in a vest, sits
on an upturned bucket near a jumble of cooking pots; a pile of old cardboard rests atop a
nearby shed. Next to the man, two estate agents hover at the entrance to a room just big
enough for a bed, a wardrobe and a rickety desk. They say it costs 3.9m yuan ($630,000).
At 353,990 yuan per square metre, this makes it pricier than posh digs around New York's
Central Park—and it does not even have its own bathroom and kitchen. It is, however,
close to the state-run Beijing No. 2 Experimental Primary School, one of the best in the
city.
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Until recently, that would have had little bearing on the price of the room. For years it has
been officially required that admission to a school be based solely on how close a child
lives to it. Schools have paid little attention. Backhanders and connections have counted
for much more. So too have entrance tests, designed to exclude the less able (unless they
were rich—those with inadequate scores could always buy places). In March, however, the
Ministry of Education stamped its feet again: by the beginning of the new school-year in
September, all primary-school students and 90% of those in junior secondary-schools must
attend the school closest to their registered home address (some state agencies will still
be allowed to reserve places for children of employees). Schools appear to be taking this
latest order more seriously than previous ones.
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So too, it seems, are parents. In recent months house prices have been stabilizing in most
places after a frothy few years, but not near good schools. Now even the most rundown
properties in such areas may cost ten times the city average per square metre. The room
in Wenhua Lane costs ten times the average. Its lack of cooking or toilet facilities would be
of little concern to buyers: they would only use the space for “proving” residency, rather
than to live in.
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The privileges of wealth will thus be preserved. And that suits the best schools just fine,
since their status is self-reinforcing. Those able to attract the wealthiest and best-
connected—as well as the brighest—are able to recruit the best teachers, and—with the
help of parents' cash—pay for swanky equipment and facilities. The state turns a blind eye
to such glaring inequalities among the schools it runs. What many parents prize most
highly are the connections that such schools help their students to build; the alumni
networks of China's best state-schools are as good at opening doors as those of their
private equivalents in Britain.
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Students can still get a leg-up with intelligence; hence the fierce competition for places at

the best kindergartens in order to prepare children for school admission exams (which are
common, though not officially allowed) . But parental wile is still crucial. A commonly used



term for the ordeal of getting children into good schools is "pindie", which literally means
daddy race.
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The authorities in Beijing say they want to level the playing field: posh state schools are
being encouraged to share facilities with less well-endowed ones, and to open branches to
make access to them easier. “You must trust the government,” says one wealthy mother
over espressos at Moi, a Finnish café in Beijing. After relying on her family pedigree to get
her seven-year-old daughter into the same school as the grandchild of a Chinese leader,
she has bought a 5m yuan apartment close by to assure her toddler son a spot.
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